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T ſeems ngt fo much to be the Que- 
ſtion in the Caſe before me, whether 
the Perſons of Ambaſſadors and Ple- 

> *nipoteatiaries, or. of all Miniſters 
bearing Publick Character, ought to be 

* or no. The Jus Gentium ſeems to 

be concerned in it 3 it is the —_— 
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of all Princes a6 States in the World, 
even of the moſt Barbarous, Neceſſity is a | 6 
the Foundation of it. There would be 1 
| 
{ 


elſe no regular treating between Friends 
or Enemies; War would be carried on 7 
ternum, and the Parties could come to « 
no Accommodation. But the Queſtion 
here reſerrs rather to the Modus, the Ex- 
tent of the Sacred Character of Publick 
Miniſters, Ambaſſadors, c. 


| The Cuſtom of Nations cauſes this Part 
to differ according to the reſpective Pla- 
dees they are in In ſome Places the Pri- 
vileges of Ambaſſadors extend to the Pro- 
tection not only' of their own Perſons from 
Violence, but even their Houſes are Sa- 
cred; and in ſome Places a Verge round 
about their Houſes, like the Palaces of our 
Soveraigne. As in Rome, it is an Affront 
to the Perſon of an Ambaſſador, and in 
him to the Perſon of the Prince he repre- 
ſents, for the ici, or Officers of Juſtice, 
to paſs before his Poor, and Publick Sa- 
tislaction has been demanded in trifling 
Caſes there, as in the Caſe of the Marquiſs 
de Lavardis. In England, the Ambaſſadors 
of Foreign Princes pretend not only to be 
free from Arreſts; tho? for juſt Debts, but 
to protect the Bankrupis and Inſolvents 
of the Country, even as many as they 
| pate, under the Pretence of emerraining 


them 
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(5) 
them as their Menial Servants. In Conſtan- 
« | , ople, among the Turks, the Houſes of 
the Chriſtiana Ambaſſadors have been 
made Sanftuaries, even in Cafes of Mur- 
ther, and ſo in other Place... 
88 


But there are Caſes in which the Per- 
ſons and Retinue of Ambaſſadors have 
been adjudged liable to be inſulted, and 
even to be puniſhed, and in which the 
Perſons of the Princes they repreſent ſeem 
not to be at all concerned ; ſuch was the 
| Caſe of the Portaguexe Ambaſſador's Bro- 
ther in the late Parliament Time, who, 
tho reclaimed by the Ambaſſador himſelf, 
as his Domeſtick, was publickly Executed 
for a Murther committed in the Streets of 
London. Such was the Caſe of the late 
Imperial Ambaſſador Count Gallas,, who 
Het Majeſty thought fit to refuſe as a 
Publick Miniſter, after Twelve Years Re- 
ſidence, and to command to depart the 
Kingdom in a certain Time, for impru- 
dently concerning himſelf, as it was faid, 
in the Publick FParty-Quarrels among us, 
which no Way related to his Employment 
&Sw Amballador; '- oi 


The Queſtion now in Debate ſeems to 
have another Aſpect, wiz. not to the 
Treatment of an Ambaſſador from one 

Prince or State to another, but to the 
„ Treat- 


CSF: 


Treatment and Behaviour of one Ambaſſa- 


dor to another, at a General Congreſs or 


Meeting of Ambaſſadors for a Publick 


Treaty. In this Caſe Two Things are to 


be obſerved, which differ ſomething from 
the Caſes of other Ambaſſadors 


1. That with Reſpect to the Coun. 
try where they are, they are indeed un · 
der the Protection of the Government 
they are in, as Foreiga Miniſters, and 
this is ſettled by Paſſports, Safeguards, 
and ſuch like. 55 %% Nena IS 


2. That the Ceremoniale is ſettled 
among themſelves by ſuch Agreements, 
and ſuch Regulations, as they ſeve- 
rally Conclude, Ratifie and Exchange 
among themſelves; ſo that if any Breach 
of Civility, Irregularity or Indecency, 
among 'the- Retinue or Attendants of 
another, they have reſerved Power and 
Authority among themſelves to do 
each other Juſtice; provided that ſuch 
Breaches, which in themſelves are Tri- 
Hes, may not concern their Principals ; 
this is done that ſuch Trifles may 
not make any new Quarrels ariſe, 
or interrupt the good Underſtand- 


ing neceſſary to be maintain d among 


Ambaſſadors in the Propogation of 
the Great Work they are met a- 


„„ AD - GY 
|| © Tn the firſt of theſe Caſes, the Quarrel 
- which has happened at Utrecht ſeems not 
at all concerned, for the Government of 
Vtrecht, or of the States-General, has no 
"Concern in the Breach, but it is purely a 
Quarrel among the Domeſticks of the Am- 
baſſadors ; and the Ambaſſadors themſelves, 
as they ſay, ( whether wiſely or no, ſhall 
be examin'd by-itſelf, ) concerning them- 
ſelves, and wilfully becoming Parties in 
the Quarrel. © e ET Ra, 


It is moſt certain, that in this, as in all 
ether Publick Breaches, falſe Sreps may 
have been taken, "anda a by both Sides. 
Some of the falſe Steps I take to be theſe. 
It is well known, that at the firſt Meeting 

of the Plenipotentiaries at Urrecht they 
all agreed upon a wp * for them- 
| ſelves, their Coaches, their Retinue, &c. 
that ſo all Diſputes and Quarrels might be 
FF avoided. It. is obſervable, that among 
theſe „ Which relate to the 
preſent Debate were remarkable. 


I. That none of the Footmen, Cr. 
of any of the Ambaſladors ſhould wear 
„ day Sword, or Staff, or any other 


=. That if the Servants of any of 
| them offended in any of the Articles 
None —— agrecd # 
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(8) Cc 
agreed on, their Maſters ſhould deliver 
Bo them up to Juſtice, in ſuch Manner. as“ 
— directed mn the ſaid Ar ticles of Agree. 


It ſeems here that the Count de Rechre.* 1 


rens Servants broke this Capitulatien in 
one Article, ( viz.) that they were arm'd 


with Kyives, which is a particular fight. 


ing Weapon in that Countrey ; whether it 


Was excepted, or no, in the Capitulation, 
I cannot learn, ſo I fay nothing more to 
that Part. Mo 


It ſeems again, that rhe French Miniſters 


Servants were Aggreſſors in the preſent 
Quarrel, ( viz.) in making Grimaces, G 


at the Dutch Miniſter's Servants; whe- 
ther Grimaces were eſteemed a Breach of 
Behaviour in the aforeſaid Capitulation 1 
alſo cannot learn, fo I paſs chat alſo, 


But I muſt not paſs over that I think the 
Miniſters on both Sides have been exceed- 
' ingly to blame in the Part they have taken 


in this Quarrel; and had they conſidered 


that they came thirher on the Errand of 


Peace, they might have much. better em- 


ployed their Time, than to put a full Stop 
to the Tranquility of Europe for the Gri- 


maces of their Footmen. 


But 


$ 
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05) 
Baut ſince this is the Caſe, the Footmen 
complain to the Ambaſſadors, and the 

Ambaſſadors to the King of France. The 
King of France demands Satisfaction, and 

the reſt refuſe to give it, and the General 
| Negotiations of Peace ſtand at a Stay on 
dis Account: This Fooliſh Trifling puts all 
| Europe upon enquiring who is Right and 


| who Wrong in this Caſe, that the Sad- 
. dle may be ſet upon the right Horſe. 


I remember the Street - Authors made 
mighty Sport with this Story at firſt; the 
Fhing-Poſt call'd it a good Jeſt, made us 
merry with the Footmen of the French 
Miniſters being handſomely beaten, and 
then bring in formal Story of his ma- 
king, about Monſieur Rechteren offering 
to draw upon Monſieur Menager, but 
that the French Gentleman thought not 
fit to Fight; not one Word of which 
had any Truth of Fact in it, but what 
the Author of that Paper, Infamous and 
Notorious for Lying, contrived in his 
owa Exuberant Imagination. The Poſt- 
Boy tells the Story juſt another Way, 
and coins a like Sort of Forgeries on the 
. other Hand. It may be needful to let the 
World ſee the Truth, which both were o- 


„ ä * * 


e ! 


themſelves , and give the Lie to what 
A Rr |. 


bliged afterwards to confeſs,and ſo confront 


(10 


0 they had impoſed on the World before. 


The . Hiſtory of Fact as Publiſhed by the 
Fhing-Poſt and Poſt- Bey of Septemb. 4. 


is as follows, in ſhort, As the Count 


* de Rechteren in his Coach was paſſing 


* by Monfieur Merager's Door, the Foot- | 
men at the Door made Grimaces at the 
Footmen behind the Coach. 


Note, The Grimaces were not made by 
the Maſter, nor at the Maſter ; the Fel- 


lows go.and tell their-Tale to their Maſter 
thus, Sir, Monſieur Meſnager's Men made 


Months at us, and the like ; and for this 
the Count ſends and demands Satisfaction. 


* 


Menager very civilly fays, Sir, I do mt 


| allow. any of my Servants in 0 ering ſuch an 

. addi Men, or St Body elſe; 
and tho 7 

men making Mouths at one another be with- 

in the Regulation, yet let me know which | 

of my Men are the Guilty People, and Tl 


will not diſpute whether our Foot- 


deliver him or them up 10 Juſtice. 


The Dutch Miniſter agrees to ſend his 


 Footmen to Menagers Houſe..co ſee who 
the Servant was, and prove the Fact. 


Before this was performed the Maſters 


meet in the Mall, and Memager ſalutes 
the Dutch Ambaſſador very civilly, 0 
St > | by ho 


; 


611) 
the other returns it, and they fall into 
\ || < Converſation on other. Heads ; but by 
the by the Dufchman whiſpers to the 
Frenchman thus, He expected SatisfaFion 1 
or the Afront; the Frenchman anſwers as? | 
4 5 750 1hat he is ready to giv? it him, if | 
be pleaſes to let him ne which of his Ser= | | 
wants were the Guilty, or 928 the Fad "9 3 
| be proved. N ts 
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In the 1 the Dutchman calls his 
| Servants, and bids them fall upon the 
Frenchman's Servants, and beat them, 
which they did ſufficiently, and, ſay ſome 
ol the Accounts, had like to have Mur- 

= 2 thered them with their Knives. 


3 83 =» 


1 All this now might "BY been well e- 
T5 nough, and the Footmen on both Sides 
might have been puniſhed for it, had 
not the next Step altered the Caſe; for 
Menager finding, how it was, and the 
Footmen telling their Complaint in the 
Hearing of the Count de Rechteren, he takes 
it all upon himſclf, and declares aloud that 
the Affront may be Publick, that it was 
| 55 his own Command ; for ſpeaking of his 2 
= 8 S:rvants beating che other, he lays, EL 


p When they do ſo I will a them, * 
1 they would not do it 1 would turn len- 
_ I 


B 2 | Monſicur 


C A _ 
: — Im 
- — — . 5 


2 


. * — — 
"= yu oo _ 
Ke. gene TI * * * 


. 5 2 , . WO» l 
T1 * 
| 4 e , 
n 
" 


Monſieur Mezager, to make himſelf a. 
mends, makes the King acquainted with it, 
who being thus Injur'd in the Perſon of 
his Ambaſſador demands Satisſaction, and 
refuſes to treat till he obtains it of the 
States. Zin $7 


1 


. ( Woh 


If the Printed Account be Right, no 
Man queſtions but that the Dutchman 
was in ihe Wrong; but whether the 
States- General ought to be obliged to 
make any Satisfaction for it is the nekt 
> ob Gi . og 


F —éö OY EE or w > Yr wv TS = * 


If one Caſe may be Illuſtrated by ano- 

ther, it may not be foreign to this Cale to 

- enquire what her Preſent Majeſty has 

thought herſelf obliged in Juſtice to da 

in a Caſe not fo ill Circumſtanced as this, 

(viz.) in the Affair of Monſieur Matt- 
couft, the late Muſcovite Ambaſſador. 


Monſieur Mattcouft being Indebted to 
ſome Tradeſmen in London, and it being 
reported that he was going away to AM. 
covy, they Arreſted him for their Money; 
they did not pretend they had Leave 
from the Government to do it, nor was 
the Government any Way concerned in 
the Inſult offered to the Ambaſſador, 0- 
ther than that the Writ by which he was 
5 . Arreſted 


pd 5 
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12 55 . 
Arteſted is ſuppoſed to be the Queen's 

Act and Deed, becauſe it is Sealed by the 
proper Officers, and is called the Queen's 
ao pee 


Neo ſooner was it known to the Govern-- 
ment that ſuch an Aﬀront had been of- 
fered, but Order was ſent by the Queen's 
Special Comand to releaſe the Perſon of 
the Ambaſſador z the Officers were taken 


into Cuſtody for the Offence, they were 
cenſured in Parliament, and all. poſſible 


couft that the Queen was no Way con- 
cerned in the Thing. 33 


, But this was not all, Her Majeſty out of 
Her Regard to Juſtice, and to ſhe Her 


willing Aſſent to the Great and Univerſal 
Law of all Nations, that the Perſons of 
Sovereigns are concerned in all the Af- 
fronts given to their Ambaſſadors, and 
that the Perſons of the Ambaſſadors of 


Princes ought to be Sacred, and ought to 


be protected from all Manner of Inſults, did 
not think it below her to offer all poſſi- 
ble Sa: isfaction to the Czar of Muſcovy 


by ſending Letters of Acknowledgement 


I to the Exz/þ Miniſter at Myſcory, but 


was at the Charge to ſerd a Royal Em- 
baſſy on Purpoſe, an Ambaſſador Extraor- 


Satisfaction was given to Monſieur Matt- 


on this Occaſion ; and this was not done 


| dinary 


a 


wi 


I 
if 
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| dinary to teſtific her Majeſties concern for 


the Injury, to diſown the having any 


Concern in it, and pray his Czariſh Mie 
jeſty to forget the Affront, and to pre- 
ſerve the uſual Amity. This was much 
more than the Court of France demands 
of the States of Holland, and yet it was 
hat her Majeſty chought fit to do volun- 


tarily, as what it was underſtood Juſtice 
demanded of her to do, 


. 


We have a like . of National 


To: Juſtice done to Ambaſſadors in the Caſe 
of the Spaniſh Ambaſſador in England, 


whoſe Houſe was inſulted and rifled, his 
Chapel gutted, as our People called it, and 


almoſt demoliſhed, and his Servants treat- 


ed rudely enough by the Rabble at the Tu · 
mults of the Revolution; for Satisfaction 
whereof the Government here made good 
all his Loſſes and Dammages, and that inſuch 


- a Manner, that it was merrily ſaid of the 


Ambaſſador, he would be content to 
be plundered ſo once a Year as long as 
he continued Ambaſſador, and make no 
Complaint. to his Principals. . Th 


| Theſe were Voluntary Satisfactions made 

on our Part, aud both the Caſes ſuch as in 
which the Government had really noShare,' 
yet in Deference and Diſtinction to the 


Character of an AmbaBador, our Govern- 
ment 


N 


( 


n 


ment has thought fit rather to overdo than 
to leave the leaſt Shadow of a Precedent 
for the Mal- treating either of our Ambaſ- 
ſadors in other Places, or of the Miniſters of 
- other Princes here among us. 


Theſe ſeem to be Juſtifiable Precedents 


to move the Dutch in the Cale now be- 


fore them rather to be forwarder than 


is demanded to do Juſtice in the Caſe 
of an Aﬀeont done to a Perſon in a 


Publick Character. The late Adion of 


the King of Sweden in the Caſe of Ge- 


neral Patkyll was as much ill-ſpoken of in 


Holland as any where, becauſe the ſaid 


Pat hul was a Perſon at the ſame Time 


under a Publick Character; and generally 


{peaking the Datch have been as Careful | 


to have Publick Miniſters as well treated 


among them as in any Part of the 


© The trifling Quarrel then which at this 


Time embarraſſes Europe had been of little 


or no Conſequence had not the reſpective 
7 A nbaſſadors concerned themſelves in it; 


a Thing which will be poly cenſured by 
Wiſe Men on them both, as diſcovering 


> but a very indifferent Regard to the Work 
they were upon: But if we were to ſpeak 


with the utmoſt Impartiality, we muſt ſay, 
that the Dutch Miniſter not only took 
9 part 


part in an 1 Offence which was not thought 


and which was of no Conft quence, n: i. 
ther could it, without ſtraining it to the 


atmoſt,. be called an Affront to bim, as 


what he ſaw no', or heard 5 nor was it 
done at him, but at his Footmen ; and if 
the Footmen on one Side made Mouths at 
his Footmen, theſemight have made Horns 


at them if they had thought fit, and there 


bad been no more to be ſaid. 


In the next place, whatever Reſentment 
the Datch Miniſter thought fit afterwards 
to ſhew, even the Beating of Monſieur Me» 
vagers Footmen, yet had he not owned 


it as done by bis Special Direction, as 


an Inſale upon the Perſon, or Amba ſſa- 


dor, or Plenipotentiary, their Maſter, and 


this in the Peefence of the other Pleni- 


potentiaries, there need then have been no 


more Notice taken of i it. 


It remains to examine, whether the 


French Miniſter after this Treatment 
might not have put up with the Affront, 
dais Servants being Aggreſſors, and ſo the 

Affair had ended there ; but ſome are of 
Opinion, as an Ambaſſador ought not to 

belnſulted, but that bisPerſon is Sacred by 
the Law of Nations, ſo he cannot put 
up any Affront without acquainting 


his Maſter with it 5 and the — 
| . the 


! 


worth being mentioned in the Regulations, 


ot 


_ gy mu wat} 


as 


e 
˖ 


2 


er WY 


: +. 


the ſame in botb, (oz.) becauſe he can- 


not be affronted in his own -Perſon, but 
it is his Maſter who is affronted, and 
therefore tis a Right which he cannot 
prive him o. 
Hiſtory is full of Examples of the Re- 
ſentment of Princes tor ch Affronts done 
to their Ambaſſadors 3 nor is it without 
Eminent Inſtances of the Reſentment of 
Princes againſt their Miniſters, when they 
either omitted to acquaint their Maſters of 
the Affronts offered to them in the Per- 
JJ “¹- 


— 0 


without Unfaithfulneſs to his Maſter de- 


This ſeems to acquit Mr. Menger in 
the Caſe before me it could not 


have been poſſible but the Paſſage ſo o- 
penly and publickly managed would have 


come to the Ears of the King of France, 
tho Monſieur Menager had for Peace 
Sake been Silent in it; and it is left to 
the moſt Impartial Judgment in the World 
to reſolve what ought the King of France 


do have ſaid to his Miniſter, if he had 
 forborn to give him an Account of it; 


- 


Gubtleſs he would have Caſhier d Mon- 
ſieut Meuager, as a Perſon not fit to be 
entruſted with the Honour of a Sovereigag 
Prince, that knew not his Duty when to 
feſcnt an Injury, or how to diſtinguiſh be- 

| VV— 


(18 ; 3 


5 Intereſt and Pei ſon of his Maſter. 


tween what did, or did not, concern the 


Mond. Menge, therefore did nothing but 


his Duty in acquainting his Maſter of it; 
and he had been many Ways inexcuſeable if 


he had not; he had-been unworthy of the 
Character which he was honoured with, 


and had undoubtedly been puniſhed by his 


Maſter if he had not. 


I come next to enquire whether the 
King of France ought to inſiſt upon Satiſ- 
faction in the Caſe of this Affront, or not; 
and whether the Datch ought to give or 


refuſe; and hſtly, State the Satisfaction he 


demands, and ſee whether it be reaſonable 
or uſual to demand ſuch a kind of Satiſ- 
faction, and what Proportion it bears to 


the Nature of the Offence. 


As to the King of France's reſenting the 


Affront, this neceſſarily Demands an En- 


quiry into the Nature of it. The making 
Grimaces, or mocking Geſtures, by the 
French Miniſter s Footmen, began the 
| Breach ; but this cannot be called an Af 
front to the States-General, becauſe the 


Regulation of Domeſticks was within the 


Direction of the Plenipotentiaries, who _ 


had agreed upon Rules of Behaviour for 


their Servants, and Methods of Juſtice to 


puniſn 


- 
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puniſh them if they offended ; the Beha- 


\yiour of Footmen therefore to Footmen 


could not have amounted to a Crime 
which the Principals on either Hand could 


take any Cognizance of ; and fo far the 


ing of France could have no Reaſon to 
demand Satisfaction of the States General, 
eſpecially becauſe Monſieur Menager de- 
clared he did not allow the Behaviour of 
his Footmen. Neither does the Violence 
offered by the Dutch Miniſter's Footmen, 
to the French Miniſter's Footmen, as beat- 


| ing them, and threatning them, come up 
to an Affront to the french King in the 


Perſon of his Ambaſſador. hh 


But when Monſieur Rechteren comes 
to own the Thing to be his own Act 
and Deed, and that he commanded it 
to be done, this is what alters the 
Caſe entirely, and this really affects 
his Maſter. For when he told the Am- 
baſſador that he ordered his Seryants 
to beat the French Servants, the plain 
Engliſb, it is my Act and Deed, I therein 


tacitly am underſtood ts Box you, and in 


you the King your Maſter. In this AQ 1 
mult give it againſt the Count de Rechteren, 


(vis. that he was in the Wrong; that 


he offered the firſt Affront, as it concerned 
the Perſon of the King of France; nor have 


T heard any one Perſon deny but that the 


1 C 2 5 | Datch 


Datch Miniſter was mych to blame, and 
that the Affront that was given was firſt. 
on his Part, that he was Aggreſſor. This 
- brings in the Conſequence naturally, (viz.) 
That the French King has Juſtice on his 
Side, and ought to demand Satisfaction of 
the States-General. 


* 


The Caſe of the States-General comes 
in juſt to make "age the contrary Part; 
for if it be clear that the French King has 
Reaſon to demand Satisfaction of the 
States, it muſt be true that the States - 
General have Reaſon to grant it. It ſeems 
plain from what has been ſaid that this 

is juſt, and that the Dutch Plenipotentiary 
Was the Aggreſfor in that Part of the 
Affront which touches the King of France; 
and as the Aggreſſor is liable in all Caſes 

. to. the 3 ſo it cannot be diſputed 
after the firſt Part is granted. But I think 
1 Nature of. | the. Fact, 28 above de- 
Feribed, puts it paßt Doubt. Nor eo | 
make any Queſtion but the States-Gegeral 
have already diſapproved the Conduct of 
the Count de Rechterez, and we have no 
Reaſon to think they will refuſe to diſown 
in Publick, what they. diſapprove of in 
Private. The Caſe has been ſeveral Times 


before them; all Accounts agree that the) 
baye in noge of their Debates juſtified the 

Conduct of the Count de nee 
FEY indeed 


indeed does be ſeem to juſtiße it himſelf, 
ſt: eas appears by his offering to lay down his 
his . Commiſſion 3 nay, on the Occaſion of 
.) i theſe Debates, I underſtand diverſe of the 
lis Deputies have given their Opinion that 
be was in the Wrong; all the Queſtion 
ſeems then to lye, whether 0 W 
expected of the 'States-General that (my 
ſhould either one Way or other take 
Notice of it; but that it ſhould be ſuffi- 
cient to have Monſieur Rechteren, who 
he gave the Affront, give the Satisfaction. 
5 · This is the utmoſt Nicety of the Af- 
ns fair; and it is not for a Man without 
lis Doors to determine ſuch a Thing poſi- 
ry i tively, and to condemn this Side or that, 
he _ as over Nice, or that as over Scrupu- 
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ed i . But this may in few Words be faid te 

nk it, ( vis.) at beſt it ſeems to ſhew that 
neither Side have much Zeal for the Peace 

which both are openly tranſacting, that 

ral F they can be content to put it all to à full 

ok Stop upon a Thing of fo little Conſe- 

o tous 


ol bat the Dutehwev would rather grati- 
is # dee his Paſſion and Fury at a little Affront 
put upon his Footmen, then promote the 


Se Work he was employed in, vis. 
wr of bringing a Treaty of the faſt Conſe- i 
— e 5 quence 4 


(22) 
quence to all Europe to a Conclufion. I 
Will not fall in with thoſe here who charge 
the Confederate Plenipotentiaries in gene- 
ral with Deſigns rather to deſtroy the 
Treaty, than conclude a Peace; which 
Deſign has been laid at the Door of fome © 
 Pagple, and Parties here al ſo acting in Con. 
j Nion with them; this does not feem ſo 
plain, as that I ſhould take upon me to 
affirm it, and therefore I leave that Point 


But how comes Frauce to be ſo indiſſe- 
rent as to Peace, that they were ſo earneſt 
for before, and which they ſeem'd to ſol- 
licit for ? The Invidious Anſwer which 
ſome. make Uſe of here, (viz.) becauſe 
We are broken off from the Allies, is not 
the Caſe here; I am no more clear in that 
on this Side, than in the above Scruple 
on the other Side; but that the Succeſſes of 
the Campaign have been the Occaſion; 
and that the French ſee a manifeſt Advan- 
tage before them, an Opportunity of re. 
covering all they loſt the Three laſt Cam- 
| paighs; and therefore they are not ſo for- 
Ward for the Peace, as not to let this lit- 
tle Punctilio of an Affront hinder the Ne- 
gotiations; if it were only on this Ac- 
count, I cannot think but the Datch, who * 
it ſeems reſolve not to hazard any Thing 
in the Field, ſhould rather wave . 
x a 1 | ere - 
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Ceremony as they now ſtand on, than 


lengthen out their Loſſes; and there is no 
* Queſtion but they will do fo. 


4. The laſt Thing is the Satisfaction the 
French demand. Indeed I cannot but 
wonder the Temper the French are of, 
and their preſent Advantages conſidered, 
that they did not inſiſt upon ſome Satiſ- 
faction which had not conſiſted with the 
Honour of the States to have given; but 
as it is only their diſcovering their Miniſter 
in a Thing which they are ſenſible he was 
in the Wrong in, and which they cannot 
Juſtifie, - this is a Satisfaction ſo Trifling, 
that I cannot but think the States ſhould 
have done it Voluntier, as the Queen did 
in the Caſe above to the Czar of Muſcovy ; 
and as to removing the Count de Rechteren, 
that's done for them, ſince, we are told, he 
reſigns his Commiſſion of his own Accord. 
Thus a little Condeſcention, in what every 
one thinks the Dutch are in the Wrong in, 
would put an End to this unhappy Breach, 
and cauſe the Negotiations to go on, ſo 
that the Peace of Europe may be no longer 
hindred by ſuch a ridiculous Piece of Ce- 


remony, as this of the Footmens Gri- | 
maces, ' | £ | 
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